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SUBJECT: MALAYSIA AND OPEC 

1. SUMMARY. PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT SECRETARY KARIM MARZUKI, MFA, 
CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY THAT PRINCIPAL PURPOSE OF MINISTER 

OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES TAIB MAHMUD'S RECENT TRIP TO MIDDLE 
EAST WAS TO PROMOTE GOM MEMBERSHIP IN OPEC. END SUMMARY. 

2. KARIM, WHO ACCOMPANIED TAIB, SAID THAT ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
IS BEING SOUGHT, AS APPROPRIATE TO MALAYSIA'S 

POSITION OF CONSUMER-PRODUCER. HE SAID THAT SEVERAL 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN SIMILAR POSITION HAD ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERSHIP. ACCORDING TO KARIM, GOM WOULD HAVE ALL 
RIGHTS OF FULL MEMBERSHIP, EXCEPT RIGHT OF VETO. 

3. KARIM SAID THAT TAIB HAD FAVORABLE RECEPTION AND 
GOM NOW HAS SUPPORT OF SIX OPEC MEMBERS. HE WILL MAKE A 
SECOND TRIP TO MIDDLE EAST SOON TO SOLICIT FURTHER 
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CURRENT VIEW OF TAIB AND MFA, ACCORDING TO KARIM, IS 

THAT GOM WILL GET NECESSARY SUPPORT AND WILL JOING OPEC SHORTLY. 

4. COMMENT. OUR EARLIER INQUIRIES TO GOM ON OPEC MEMBERSHIP 
HAD BEEN DENIED AS PREMATURE. ACCORDING TO KARIM 
MEMBERSHIP IS SOUGHT IN ORDER TO GAIN BETTER 
INSIGHT INTO ENTIRE RANGE OF PETROLEUM ISSUES. AND TO 
FACILITATE OBTAINING TECHNICAL INFORMATION FROM 
OTHER PRODUCERS. MEMBERSHIP WILL ALSO SERVE TO DIMINISH 
GOM'S RELIANCE ON PERTAMINA, WHICH HAS BEEN ONLY REGULAR 
CONTACT ON PETROLEUM ISSUES IN THE PAST. EMBASSY ALSO 
NOTES THAT OPEC MEMBERSHIP WILL MORE FIRMLY ALIGN GOM 
WITH PRODUCER NATIONS, ESPECIALLY ARABS IN MIDDLE EAST. 
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